2011 Hy-Vee Drugstore/Zeppelin’s Restaurant

 ‘BREW-TALITY’ Home Brewer’s Competition Official Rules and Guidelines


· All contest registrations must be received no later than 5pm Wednesday,  July 27, 2011, at the Wine and Spirits counter of the Blairs Ferry Road Hy-Vee Drugstore.
· The following information must be submitted with all entries:

1. Brewers name, address, phone.

2. Chosen name, style, class of beer.

3. A food pairing suggestion that you feel would match your creation well (up to 3 foods).

4. A $20 dollar registration fee will be collected from each entry, no later than 5pm Wednesday, July 27 2011.  Registration fees are in place solely to help ensure that brewers serious about attending and competing will fill the open registration slots.  Registration fees are non-refundable, but WILL translate into prize money for the competition.

· Completion will be ‘Best in Show’.   Any class or style of beer may be entered.  Brew your favorite style, a match to the season, an experiment, or just what you brew best.

· Brewers may register alone, or in pairs, but only one brew will be allowed to compete per registration.   No more than 2 brewers per registration.  
· 20 maximum brewer registrations will be accepted.  Once we reach 20, we accept up to 3 alternates, with no guarantee of participation by alternates.  Alternates will NOT be charged the registration fee.
· Brewers must select a name for their creation to be submitted for judging (i.e. Bob’s 24 Hour IPA-a-Thon)  

· Beer entered into the completion MUST be received in one of the following two ways:

1. Minimum 24 pack case of 11.2oz or larger capped bottles, arriving to the completion as close to your preferred serving temperature as possible.  Ice will be provided on site at no charge.  1oz sample cups will be supplied by Hy-Vee/Zeppelins.  Judges will utilize appropriate goblets/steins.  This is a minimum, but you can bring more if you care to.  If you bring more beer, and prefer larger sample cups, 
2. If beer is to be served in keg form, your submission may be allowed as followed: One gallon or more of keg beer, AND 12 or more 11.2oz capped bottles or larger.

*1oz sample cups will be supplied by Hy-Vee/Zeppelins to be used by event attendees.  Judges will utilize appropriate goblets/steins.  The above suggested are minimums, but you can bring more beer if you care to.   12 bottles will go directly to prizes for winners, 1 bottle (or equivalent amount of kegged brew) will be used for judges table.  Remaining beer is what will be left for sampling to event attendees and other home brewers, so bring what you are comfortable with.
· Brewer’s may not approach judges in any way regarding their creations prior to or during the judging sequence.  Questions judges may have regarding submissions will be handled with brewers by a 3rd party as a go-between.  Verbal, written, physical, or any other form of contact with judges by registrants or proxy of registrants will be grounds for immediate disqualification.   Win with your skills.
· Top 3 finalists will be invited for a Q&A with judges prior to final decisions.  Questions regarding entries at that time will be at the sole discretion of the judges.  Questions may be answered as asked, but prepared statements will not be read by registrants.

· Labels and artwork are NOT required for bottles, however may be considered  when scoring in the creativity category

· Judging criteria will be rated on a simple 1-10 scale, and will include the following specific categories:
1. Flavor

2. Complexity

3. Representation of selected style

4. Name (what brewer chose to call his/her creation)

5. Quality of brewing(this would refer to lack or presence of fault in over-all beer such as poor balance, astringency, over carbonated, etc, etc, etc.)

6.  Wow effect.
7. Originality and creativity.  This refers not only to creating a stand alone brew that isn’t a clone or copy of currently available retail package beer, but also creativity used in making your style your own.  For instance, brewing an Amber Lager is fine; just don’t go out of your way to re-create Fat Tire or Blue Moon.
8. Food pairing potential.
9. Color and aesthetics

10. People’s choice rating.

GOOD LUCK!  COMPETITION WILL BE HELD SAT, OCT 8 11AM-2PM AT ZEPPELIN’S RESTAURANT IN CEDAR RAPIDS.  PRIZES TO INCLUDE CASH, HOMEBREW, AND MORE!

The public as well as the media will be invited!

